
THE PAHA8LE OF THE NEW CAR 

Some 4 months ago I wrote about wanting to buy a new car. Now let us 
consider whether I have enough good reasons to buy a new car as opposed to 
dOing a major overhaul of my current car, giving it a new coat of paint, changing 
its suspension and wheels and even renewing its COE. 

If I were to do the latter, ie to just 
upgrade my current car, it would cost 
only a fraction of what a new car would 
cost. The number of people in my 
family is unlikely to grow bigger than the 
capacity of the car so there is no need 
to buy a bigger car. The car I have now 
is just sufficient to provide a decent means of transport so why do I have a 
craving for a new one? 

The price of cars now is quite low. For 
about the same price as what I had to 
pay for my existing car, I could get a 
brand new car with bigger engine 
capacity, more safety features like 
airbags and ABS brakes, newer design 
and even a CD player plus power 
windows and the lists goes on. To top all 
that, the financing element is also much 
better, a mere 2.6 % interest on the car 
loan. Doesn't all these reasons give an attractive option to buying as opposed 
to overhauling? 

I know of people who keep their cars forever, like the Volkswagon Beetle or the 
Mini, and these are called vintage cars. However for most people, they buy 
new cars after five to seven' years. Which are you, and what would be your 
advice for me? Of course there is still one final option - go Public and forget 
about driving cars. 
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Greetings in Jesus' Wonderful Name. It is indeed gratifying to 
note that many brothers and sisters in .ICC has 
volunteered to do their bit for lhe community 
surrounding the church as volunteers in the 
revision tuition programme in September to 
October. "nlis is Christian love seen in action. 
We thank God for this. As churches move 
forward to penetrate the commun ity at large in 
Singapore, it is timely to consider the l3iblical 
principles and tcachings for social 
services/cilarity so that it can be anchored in 
God's Word as well. 

'1'1 f' I I . IColeTe are a ew Illll( amenta questions per laps 
that we should consider: Who should provide 
charily? Who should receive charity? What is 
the method of charity? How does sLlch 
assistance relate to Gospel proclamation? What 
is the objective of charity? How is the 
effectiveness of the charity efforts to be 
measured? 

Biblical perspectives 
Biblical charity frolll the scriptural perspective is that love for God and neighbour~ 

begins with God's love and redemption. The law to "love your neighbour" in Lev IlJ: I X 
is anchored in Exodus experience, see Exodus 20:2: " ram the LORD your God, who 
brought you out from the land of Egypt." 

Charity is prcdom inantly and primarily ascribed to God . When man does good acts 
(11' kindness, they are derived from the initial action of God toward his people. True 
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charity is done by those who have first experienced God's grace and favor, since it is 
The 	world around us is violentmotivated by God's deed of salvation and forgiveness. Love for neighbour follows and uncertain now, as it has been for 2000 years. The evening news seems to get worse 

from love for God, which in tum follows from God's love for us. and worse. The purpose of Jesus' words to His disciples in the Olivet Discourse was not 
Charity is not simply an attitude or an attribute but an action. God also bestows to alert them that the end was near, but to stabilize them--the entire 2000 years between 

grace and favor to his people by what he has done. His two advents would be filled with wars, rumors of war, natural disasters, with great 

Who is my neighbour? Interpreting Lev 19:18 "Love your neighbour as 
yourself'. 

There is in fact a long history of dispute on interpretations - whether neighbour 
refers to people inside the covenant community or both inside and outside. "Neighbour" 
is generally limited to those within the community of faith in the Old Testament 
Scriptures. But Jesus in the parable of the Good Samaritan overturn any legalistic 
restrictions and broadening it into one of love for everyone including one's enemies. 
The principle is this: One cannot define one's neighbour; one can only be a neighbour. 
The. charity of God's people begins among God's people but not limited to them. (Gal 
6:10). 

Charity in everyday life 
Every Israelite participated in the act of tithing to support the welfare of the poor 

(Deut 14:28-29). Widows and orphans were to be given special concern and protection 
(Deut 10: 18). Sojourners and strangers living among the Israelite community are not to 
be oppressed (Exodus 23:9). The poor are to be helped with an open and generous 
heart. There are not to be exploitation of the poor and unfair accumulation of wealth 
(Lev 25:35-37). The Israelites are to use God's gift of land as recognition of God's 
grace and blessing and in turn be gracious to the needy. God is the true landowner. 
Charity is part of everyday life, integrated into the corporate and individual lives of 
God's people. 

Future aspect 
For Christians, charity is motivated by the promises of God, indicative of his 

presence with His people, and determinative to their hope for the final manifestation of 
the Kingdom of God. 

Charity's relationship to Gospel proclamation 
The proclamation of a special life under God's blessings also served as a witness to the 

world around them. The glory of God in the midst of his people and reflected in their love and 
charity for one another would be seen by the nations who will come to the light (Isaiah 2:2-4). 
God' s people in acts of charity can serve the evangelistic mission of the church, giving witness to 
God's love. 

deceivers on both the religious and the 
secular scene. We are to watch--and to 
be ready at all times! 

The above is actually a 
composite of two articles found in the 
Internet. I hope it has been 
enlightening. It should be noted that the 
end will come only when the following 
conditions are fulfilled: 
I . 	 The Gospel must be preached to 

the whole world. "And this gospel of the 
kingdom will be preached in the whole 
world as a testimony to all nations, and then 
the end will come."( Matt 24 : 14) 

2. 	 It will be a time of prosperity. "As it 
was in the days of Noah, so it will be at the 
coming of the Son of Man. for in the days 
before the flood, people were eating and 
drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, 
up to the day Noah entered the ark; and they 
knew nothing about what would happen until 
the flood came and took them all away. That 
is how it will be at the coming of the Son of 
Man." (Matt 24:37-39) 

3 . 	 It will be an unexpected hour. "But 
understand this: If the owner of the house 
had known at what time of night the thief 
was coming, he would have kept watch and 
would not have let his house be broken into. 
So you also must be ready, because the Son 
of Man will come at an hour when you do 
not expect him." (Matt 24:43- 44) 

We are not told to worry about when 
Jesus will come again but to be ready 
for His return at all times. So plan like 
Jesus will come back in the far future 
but live like He will come back 
tomorrow. 

~~ 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT 

PRAYER MEETING 
10TH OCTOBER 2001 

Bro. Peter Cheong shared about how he had to 
rush to Thailand to bring back his mther's body for 
cremation. 

When he received news of his mther's death 
from the Singapore embasSy, it was already Saturday 
12.00 noon and he had to rush to the embassy for an 
identification and confirmation ' procedure and 
thereafter to check into the airport by 3.30 pm to 
catch the only flight departing for Hatyai at 4 .40pm. 
He needed two confirmed scats and managed to get 
them through two . different ticketing agents. 
Arriving at Hatyai, he had great problems 
communicating with the various authorities but 
thanks be to God he managed to get all the relevant 
legal documents done on the following Monday, 
even though there was a power fililure for 2 hours 
which delayed the processing of the last but most 
vital document 

The casket arrived at Singapore airport on 
Tuesday 12.00 noon on the same flight with Peter 
and his brother. By mith Peter had before departing 
from Singapore decided to confirm their return flight 
on Tuesday, 25 Sep, trusting God to provide help and 
guidance over there. It was not possible to know how 
long they would have to stay in Thailand and when 
exactly his dad's body could to be ready for 
departure home because of the uncertainties and 
language problem. Truly, God answered his prayer 
need. 

Not knowing how much to bring, he had 
changed only about $700 into bahts, and when he 
finally arrived home, there was not a baht left - it was 
just enough. While in Hatyai, he was fortunate 
enough to find an ATM machine which was able to 
accept his Autocash card and delivered him just the 
right amount of bahts he needed for final cash 
payment to the embalming company for its services 
and documentation work. ' 

All glory be to God for making Peter's path 
smooth as he wandered around in Thailand. 





















Excepts from Billy Graham's Message 
National Day of Prayer and Remembrance 

I have been asked on hundreds of 
times in my life why God allows 
tragedy and suffering. I have to 
confess that I really do not know 
the answer totally, even to my 
own satisfaction. I have to accept, 
by faith, that God is sovereign, 
and He is a God of love and 
mercy and compassion in the 
midst of suffering. The Bible says 
God is not the author of evil. It 
speaks of evil as a "mystery." In 2 
Thessalonians 2:7 it talks about 
the mystery of iniquity. The Old 

above all . 
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H~ asked thatquestion, "Who can 
understand it?" And that is one 
reason we each need God in our 
lives. 

TIle lesson of this event is not only about the 
mystery of iniquity and evil, but secondly, it is a 
lesson about our need for each other. 

Finally, difficult as it may be for us to see right now 
-- this event can give a message of hope -- hope for 
the present, and hope for the future . 

Yes, there is hope. There is hope for the present 
because I believe the stage has already been set for 
a new spirit in our nation. 

One of the things we desperately need is a spiritual 
renewal in this country. We need a spiritual revival 
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way; 

There is also·hope for the'fubn-e ,~Ul!,e 
promises. As a·Christian, I have hope ·not 
this life, but for heaven and the ' life to come. And 
many of those people who died this 'past week are 
in heaven right now and they wou\dn't want to 
come back. It's so glorious and so wonderful. And 

the hope for all of us who put our faith in 
. I pray that you will have this hope in your 

those people who got on those planes, or walked 
into the World Trade Center or the Pentagon 
last Tuesday moming thought it would be the 
last day of their lives. It didn't occur to them. 
And that's why each of us needs to face our own 
spiritual nced and commit ourselves to God and 
His will now. 

I'm speaking for the Christian now, the Cross 
tells us that God understands our sin and our 
suffering, for He took them upon Himself in the 
person of Jesus Christ our sins and our 
suffering. 

And from the Cross, God declares, "I love you. 
I know thc heartaches and the sorrows and the 
pains that you feel. But I love you." 

TIle story docs not end with the Cross, for 
Easter points us beyond the tragedy of the Cross 
to the empty tomb that tells us that there is hope 
for etcmal life, for Christ has conquered evil 
and death, and hcIl. Yes, there is hope. 

I've become an old man now and I've preached 
all over the ""orld and the older I get the more I 
cling to that hope that I started with many years 
ago and proclaimed it in many languages in 
many parts of the world. 

This has been a terrible week with many tears 
but it has also been a week of great faith, 
Churches all across the country have called 
prJyer meetings and today is a day that they are 
celebrating not only in this country but in many 
parts of the world, 

My prayer today is that we will feel the loving 
arllls of God wrapped around us, and will know 
in our hearts that He will never forsake us as we 
trust in Him. 

May God bless you all. 

SELF-CONTROL 
by Whitney Hopler 

Confess ways in which your 
appetites have been spinning out of 
control. Be honest and trust God to 
deal lovingly and effectively with the 
issues. 

Pray for the Holy Spirit to transform 
every aspect of your life. Ask for 
strengtb for the specific ways you 
need help controlling problem areas. 

Seek to discover God's desires for 
your life, and ask God to make 
those desires yours as well as His. 
Surrender any of your own desires 
that don't align with God's desires 
for you. Know that following God's 
will leads to a joyful life, not a 
gloomy, austere one. 

Remember that God knows what's 
best · for you, and consider all the 
benefits of controlling your appetites 
in ways He intends (for example, 
greater physical frtness if you don't 
overeat) . 

Be careful how you speak, making 
sure that your words encourage 
others rather than hurting them. Try 
to listen actively to others and 
carefully consider what they say. 

Commit to sexual purity and set 
clear boundaries to follow. Ask a 
trusted friend to help you be 
accountable. 

Ask God to show you how He would 
like you to be a better steward of 
your resources - time, money, 
energy, attention, etc. Then devise a 
plan for doing so. 

Make God your top priority in life. If 
anything or anyone is a higher 
priority to you than God, rearrange 
your priorities to give God His 
rightful place and ask Him to renew 
you through His Spirit. 
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